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Go northeast on 12th Street from its intersection with Canal Street to Basin
Bank Street thence northwest on said Street to a line paralleling west wall of
1019-21 E, Cary Street, Follow said wall north to E. Cary Street thence
southwest along E. Cary Street to 8. l2th Street thence northeast on 12th
Street to rear of structures that face on E. Cary Street and follow the line
of these rear walls southeast to S. 13th Street. Thence northeast to north-
east wall of 15 §. 13th Street. The district line encompassing that building
and continuing southeast along Exchange Alley to Virginia Street thence south
on said street to E. Cary Street thence southwest along Cary Street to 8.

1l4th Street thence south on l4th Street to Canal Street then follow Canal
Street to intersection with §. 12th Street. l

BOUNDARIES AMENDED FEBRUARY 2/, /778 ~SEE CONTINUATION
SHEET #6
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE
Tucked away on the slopes of Capitol Hill as it descends to the
James on the south and to Shockoe Valley on the east, is a small commercial
neighborhood that centers on Shockoe Slip and the triangulate plazz which
it boxrders. Although leveled by fire iIn April 1865, and rebuillt soon
thoveafley, this area was the site of warehouses, tobacco storage buildings
and mills as early as the eighteenth century. The name 'Shockoe," which is
used so frequently in Richmomd place naues, comas from a creek to the ecast of
the Preservation District which, in the city's early days, ran in che n»l*n—!
oornood of Seventeenth Street. Shockea Slip got its name from the narrow !
ssage along the east side of Thirteenth Street permitting foot traffic and
cahtu to reachr the canal. !
The borders of the District are defined by streets, and by the |
extensive demolition at its edges. To the east is busy Fourteenth Stizet, |
leading to Mayo's Bridge across the James. Toe the north ayxe che commerci31

o5

Lelldings of Main Street which back up to the District. To the w at ;v'ﬁha
Great Bzgin of the James River and Kanawha Canal, for the present Iilled arq

surfaced for parking. The District also includes two canal wa”ehouaea that
face the Dasin from East Cary Street. To the south is Canal Strecet with
the Tidewater Comnection of the canal system just below it.

Against the towering heights of Main Street development, the
Shockoe Siip neighborhood is a siow-paced world inhabited predominantly by
suppliers of wholesale goods onerating in three or four story structures.
The buildings, although individually simple in design, achieve an intricate
pattern and tbxture along the slopes ¢f Hast Cary Street, The pattermn is
based on the repetition in each threa bay unit of a lyrical rhythm in 3/4
tine, where piteh and tempo are regulated by window size, location and |
degree of curvature of the window head. ' i

This measured rhythm is given interest by the frequent iron
columns and pilasters and occasional round-headed arches of the storcfroats
below. The pattern is cut into a smooth plane of red pressed bricic and o
rooltop silhouctte rising and falling vith the street grade and the indivi-
duad building height. The composition's effect is heightened by the
staccato accencs of the ornamental ivon and brickwork as changing licght
plays on the covbelod, arched, cast and insct wasonry and metal patterms. [

At the cenber of Chis rewarkable distriet is the small triangula
plaza with its stone paving and cool fountain,  Although the third side of
the triangle, the Shockoc Warchouse, was demolished sowe years ago, Lwo
ctiner bulldings frame the space. One of these, the stucco-facaded
Columbian Block, was erccuad on the site of the eavlier Columbian Hotel.
The hotel, pertions of which wmay have dated from the late-eighteenth confur

!
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Lwas destroyoed by thg

Lr
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DESCRILBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (lf known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Shockoe Slip Preservation District is a low scale neighborhood of

brick commercial structures centered arcund the triangular-shaped plaza
snown as Shockoe Slip at the intersection of South Thirteenth and East Cary
Streets. The District is characterized by buildings from two to four storiecs,
three or more bay fronts, roof cornices of corbeled wood metal or brick,
segmental arched openings, flat roofs pitched to the rear with interior com-
struction being that of wooden framing stabilized by the masonry walls.
Granite curbing is almost universal in the District with brick sidewalks and
some stone paving on the side streets. Store fronts range in design from
simple OPénings framed in brick to elaborate cast iron columns and entabla-
tures; metal window and door lintels can also be found. The District in dits
use of materials relates to the iron fronts on Main Street, one block to the
nor th. The presence in the District of buildings functionally related to
the James River and Kanawha Canal orients the area to that commercial venture
!whose stone remants still exist to the south and west. The following is a v
!listing of all buildings within the District along with a brief description

! . . . . . P
,and. in some cases an evaluation of their significance:
F i

 Southside of East Cary Streect: —_
##1019-21 Ellett-Todd-Lawrence Building. Built circa 1868-70. A brick, foul
‘ story warchouse set on a rough hewn, random-size stone foundation;
gable roof with two interior end chimneys incorporated into the
parapet wall on each gable end; 5 bay, rough chiseled stone store E -
front on (north) Cary Street first level. This structure repre- P~
sents the simple canal warehouse architecture of the late-nineteenth! <
century. Placed as it is on the sloping north bank of the Great A
Basin of the canal system, the building has its loading entrance on l —_
! the basin level while the Cary Strect entrance occurs one story b

lower. The structural system is similar to almost all of the % -

} buildings in the District: wooden joists are set into the brick
* walls with additional support from two rows of beams running parallct
north-south; vertical supportconsists of chamfered posts with imposts ¢
blocks alternating with lighter posts that have a simple wooden platﬁg
& (1019-2/ demolished /774, 5/t remeved freve distrrict 1778) ;

%Gntersection of Cary with South Eleventh Street)
¥#1107-09-11-13 Three story brick ‘canal warehouse with ten-bay facade, gable

roof and segmental-arched windows on upper stories.

L
i
N

|

#1117 Brick, three stories, three bay front. . 1 )
* . XH(1167-09-11-13, 1117 3N demolished Cktvber 1974, 3tcs remaveed froom ://.t'ﬁb'/at
‘(ntersection with South Twelth Street) yﬁﬁﬂy
leOl Brick, three stories, five-bay front, flat roof pitchod to rear,

i corbeled cornice, scegmental-arched openings.

kStone-paved alley between 1201 and 1205)

‘1205-1207 Brick, three storices, four-bay fronk, plain pilanlers separale
| sepgmental=arched openings.

i - - »

: segmental-arched openings, four cast iron modified Corinthian
‘ pilasters frame storefront. _
1211-13-15-17 Brick, four stories except for 1215 whose upper two stories

|

|

|

| . . . |
1209 Brick, four storics, threce-bay front, brick corbeled cornice,

l

have been removed.” This fine row of commercial buildings is !
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unified by an ornate brick corbeled cornice and most notably by the
first story cast iron Doric columns and entablature that run the
entire length of the facade.

(intersection with South Thirteenth Street)
i 1301-03-05 East Cary Street Columbian Block, built 1871, Within the traze-
i zoidal plan of a three story structure, a commodity exchange on the
: upper two stories as well as three street front stories have been
combined. To the Italianate architectural features have been added
the more personal touches of an off-center and rather understatced
wastern (Shockoe Slip) entrance to the upper two floors and the
rounded northwest corner at the intersection of East Cary and
Thirteenth Streets. Metal exterior ornament is used in a cornice
; which separates the wall of exposed pressed brick on the first stowy
| irom the stuccoed upper stories, aud the modillioned roof cornice aud
: window lintel ornament are also of metal. Slender cast iromn Covin-
thian colunns support the high ceiling in the third storxy exchange
nall. The structure's position on the east side of Shockoe Slip
with its stone paving and granite fountain produce a picturesque
"01ld World" flavor. |

LoUy srick with stucco on the upper two stories, three stories, three-bay f
front, metal modillioned cornice; similar to Columbian block.
W3ii brick, three stories, three-bay front, brick corbeled cornice,
‘ segmental-arched windows.
b 513 Brick, three stories, three-bay front, brick corbeled cornice,
— segmental-arched windows, plain metal store front.
¥ & W Brick, three stories, three-bay front, brick corbeled cornice, store-
; iront features cast iron fluted Doric pilasters. }

ydl3i7 Brick, three stories, three-bay front, bracketed wooden cornice,
: ornamented window hoodmolds, cast iron square Corinthian columns
; support flat-topped arches on the first level.

¢7r1319 Brick, three stories, three~bay front, segmental-arched openings,
| brick corbeled cornice. ;
Fdis2l Brick, three stories, three-bay front, metal pilasters frame store J

' front. ®#(13/3,/3/5/3/ 71309,32/ =/ dcstﬂyd by frne @u}f /573 )
‘ntewsection with Virginia Street) ' i
1325-25-27 Bast Cary Street. Brick, three stories, twelve-bay front divided
into three equal sections by pilasters; the central portion is capped;
by a brick pediment; corbeled brick cornice, segmental arched windows |
|

. »orth Side of East Cary Street:

bd 1200 Brick, two stories, three-bay front, wooden bracketed cornice, !

| straight-sided segmental-arched second floor windows. 4P(1240 Jﬁ””% ..5’792‘./?73)
IJ 1282 rick, three stories, three-bay front, brick bracketed cornice, store-

; front uses narrow metal pilaster motif., ## (/202 demolished y?z,/fz:?) |

1204 Drick, three stories, three-bay front, segmental-arched windows and = |

E fine brick corbeled cornice. !

i 1206 Brick, three stories, three-bay front, segmental-arched windows with {

stone._keystones,_patterned brick belt courses, metal cornice with

P
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1266

1208
1210

1210%

1212

1214

1216

1306

1310

1312
1314
1316-18

15

19

23

104-06

{Intersection with Shockoe Lane)
4!QQA(8)N Brick, two stories, two-bay Ffront, wooden bracketed cornice,

{{ntersection with South Thirteenth Street and Shockoe Slip)
1300-02-04 Brick, three stories, five-bay front on South Thirteenth Street

South Thirteenth Street:

(Intersection with East Cary Street)

large curved end brackets; storefront is enhanced by cast iron columns
set on narrow pedestals, the design being similay to Eastlake-type
turned wooden columns.

Same as 1206.

Brick, four stories, three-bay Ifront, segmental-arched windows;
corbeled brick cornice, storefront framed by four engaged cast iromn
Corinthian columns and modified entablature.

Brick, three stories, three-bay front, brick corbeled cornice
segmental-arched windows.

Brick, three stories, three-bay front, brick corbeled cornice, inter-
esting first story motif consisting of two round-headed arched win-
dows and central entrance with granite keystones, second story repeatﬁ
arch design with segmental arches on third story.

Brick, three stories, four-bay front, simple brick corbeled cornice
with frieze of rectangular brick panels.

Brick, three stories, five-bay front, segmental-arched openings,
wooden modilioned cornice.

and eight-bay front on East Cary Street. The wealth of late-nine-
teenth century brick detailing can be seen in this High Victorian
Italianate commercial building with its variety of pilaster wmotifs,
bracketed cornice and round-headed arched windows.

Brick, four stories, three-bay front, wooden bracketed cornice and
store front, projecting wooden lintels over windows supported by end
brackets.

Brick, three stories, three-bay front, cast iron storefronts with
Corinthian columns and pilasters, segmental arched windows and brick
corbeled cornice.

Brick, threce stories, three-bay front.

Brick, three stories, three-bay front.

Brick, three stories, six-bay front, brick corbeled cornice, segmental
arched openings.

Brick, four stories, twelve-bay front divided into four sections of
three bays by pilasters; metal store fronts on first level accented
by pediments over center bay in each three-bay unit.

Built 1877. Brick, five stories, three-bay front, upper two stories!
added later, corbeled brick cornice.
Brick, two stories, altered.

Brick, five stories, seven-bay front, upper two stories added,
segmental-arched openings.
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104(8) ss&mental-arched windows, chamfered corner faces intersection.
Vo#(B) demolished 1974
Virginia Street ;
104 Brick, three stories, three-bay front, segmental-arched windows,

metal paneled pilasters on store front; attached to early twentietn
century, three story, three~bay structure whose brick is laid in

Flemish bond.

b
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abandoned and the stucco falls off in pilcturesque pateches, the Italianate
facace of the Columbian Block serves as a colorful, almost theatrical,
background to neighborhood activity.

A recent study that dealt primarily with the potential of the
buildings within the District found that 80% of the structures are 'completely
serviceable from a structural standpoint."” The study further noted:

"This small-scaled five block area centered around the fountain plaza is
considered a prime support area for the new high rise development and the
central business district. This support area would be pleasure and retail
oriented, offering many different exciting small places in which to shop, dine;
or just brouse, in a relaxed atmosphere of the nineteenth century, with T
twentieth century buildings of the same scale filling in the fabric of the |

area where it has been destroyed."

Many American cities view a late-nineteenth century neighbor-
hood such as this with eyes blinded by urban needs deemed of greater impor-
tance than the need of retaining a region's individual character and person-
ality. But recent interest in the Shockoe Slip area by not only the Planningi
Commission but the citizenry as well, prophesies that the significant survival!
of this century-old brick and iron community was not in vain.

¥
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